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SAM JONES 

oLANG-SLINOER FROM GEORGIA 
UETS $1100 OUT OF THE 
CINCINNATI GULLI- 
BLE. 



i again," to I eighty 



take from our orphans, and to give t 
j ours down there. 

Then after Sam has decamped, with 

about to pester the life out ol busi- 
ness men begging for orphans. 

When Jones came the clergy pc 
lum about ail the wickedness of our 
city, and without any personal knowl- 
eoafl ol hia own, he waded in and be- 
gan to damn everything and every- 
no luude buuM i oilensne to all 
the best thinking people of the city. 
Ibe lawyer* were uol running up to 
Music Hall, so, he damned all the law- 
yers. The doctors got it as hot. The 
society women not bowing at hia 
, , shrine, they got particular Hades. Out 
m^y years af er, think- \ ^ ^ ^ preacner8 
^ondared at the disposition , jn ^ ^ 30 

of prude Chriathns In being literally ev 



Sam Jones, |he Georgia Whoop La! 
ii>ai. 0 ei.Bt, hasjusi Closed a "big dis- 
tracted meet in,' at Music Hail, Cin- 
cinnati. He v4a here once before, 
2b years ago, ai d won a big reputation 
at that time fur slang slinging. This 
was such a pulpit, noveiity that all 
the newspapers' printed his 



1 away > 



People who had bveer permitted such 



uncouth languag 
<lren in I 

and so have ren&ined ever 



was spread all over the clerical delin- 
quents. The Infidels got the usual 
roast. Sam became so generously of- 



TERMS OF THE BLADE 
One issue for one year $1.00 
In Clubs of live NEW subscribers, 
50 cents each, $2.50 for five. 

Terms.— $1.00 per year, in advance; 
foreion subscription $1.50. 
Five new subscribers sent 



man to start 
they, themselves, 

The head 
la! brigade was 
tor of a little 
Church in the 
niarkable about ti 



in their homes, and 
cautiously reared their chll- 

•free of slang, ""J ""' 

pers, instead of printing his 
PPers, ^ {uU> ae , dom gave nlm oyer 
If nee. u and ofU}a not QVer a quarter 0 f a 

l° , f" U,1 . t '... P ' e ^ ller ! I column. 

This broke his heart. The silence 
of the press was like a muffled drum 
beating the funeral march of Sam's 
usual free advertising. He didn't get 
the over How crowds he usually gets, 
although he had very large audiences, 



ought 



l the scene and do a lot of stunts to induce St. Peter to let them through 
one outside of a lunatic asy- the pearly gate. Yet when you come 
to think of it, getting into heaven 
by the leap frog route would be much 



lain DM w.th blood." These ' Little 



Wife at home, v 

crushing, hearl-renderlng stories. You nun couid understand. Then Hez- l 
a*e, he tells these stories a thous- kiuh tolls the Lord mat "the kings of t 
aid times a year, putting on the same jusyria have laid waste all the na- 1 
Uemulo each time. He would have tlous and cast their Goda into tne I 
ty-en dead of grief a long time ago, if lirtV - Alld lbx . urt ttpok(> axusly, - ChUdM 
he felt each time that his voice indi- The virgin> Ue aaU g nler of zlon , ing and election sure, should indeed 
hath despised thee, and laughed thee .become as little children and provide 
made a great many people, to scorn; the uaugluer oi Jerusalem themselves with nursing bottles, rat- 
is well as others, sick in Cin- haln shakeu ner hil&ll at ttee ,- Tnen tiers, soothing syrup and the like. 

it says, "I come up to the heights ot Th ese folks wil1 - no doubt, be n 



clergy i 



-ical will e 
He v 



r bring him here 



iiH.uiiiains, cut. down cedars and fir 



SEARCH THE 
SCRIPTURES TO FIND 
ETERNAL LIFE 



formed an ailiaijie here last fall, and 
feeling that the amoral conditions of 
our city requlredihat they should get 
together and rahe their "Bo o an oo a- 
ers," brought Joqfa here, for this 



dtstraotlon, which 



Money Orders, Dra 
s U.-dera payable to 
Graaa Blade, Lexinaton, Ke 
i you change your addt 
i thia office, giving your 



some other churches is thj 
one ~' > "Reform" par 

Reforming" i 
•a v peed it. 

* In the 

(e m**A hi, 



of all i his whoop 
McKinney, pas- 
lorm" Presbyterian 
What is most re- 
Presbyterian and 
that they are 
parties, which 
each other. 




Htal legal murder gn 
the humanizing iurluem 
ised Uospel," the "tidings of 
." Mary Rogers was bunged 
/is not forget that the ofticirls 
<S polite about it, and politeness 
^uiinis a good dt_.il e.ei; itl . i-.u 
i he scaffo d. Yes Alary Rogers is 
She was guilty of an atrocious c 
almost as astrocious as the State, of 
Vermont committed against her. The 
legal murder of Mary Rogers was 
more brutal and cowardly, than the 
murder she committed. It is time 
for the people of the United States to 
ask and answer these questions: 

"What good has been done by this 
dreadful official murder? 

Are the citizens of the Green Moun- 
tain State proud of their work? 

How many of her individual citizens 
would have done what they required 
their paid officials to do? 

Is human life safer in Vermont than 
before they hung this ignorant half 
crazed woman? 
Will not the 




ased his member- 
-_|bers, so I am told 
:gation. The mem- 
s less than it was 
*,f people 

children who 
boys generally 
iey begin to th.n 

religion is Ian 



s of useful life so that he 
seo a mighty monument raised to his 
;;ood work, In the form of an enlight- 
ened humcnlty, and that he may see 



— E. D. NAUMAN. 

Oklahoma City, Okla., Dec., 11, 05. 
Miss Mae Hamilton, Omaha, Neb., 
Dear Madam: — I noticed in a recent 
issue of the Kansas City Star, that 
Bishop ScanneM has taken it upon 
himself to ex-communleate you for at- 
tending a wedding in which the 
groom had a divorced wife, thus 
showing to the world that he Is oppos- 
il to Preethought, free-speech, free- 



there was baA 
an overflow. But there was nothing | ln f 
wonderful about his big audiences. 
The great wonder is that they were 
so small; for out of all the Protestant 
churches in Cincinnati it would be ex 
p i ' i eil i hut he would get at least three 
ur four thousand regulars. Add these 
to ine curious woh attended, and ail 
those who like vaudeville and variety, 
Sam kept up a full house. 

This much credit can be given Sam 
Jones. He is a man who has done 
something. He has made a discovery. 



out with about $1800 dig and driak waler> dry up riT . 

and expenses, and now the parsons m ,. jth ^ soie8 of feet laid 
W* mone >' for <^cinnati orphans. ttasu . c . lius ta ruiw>us heap8 ... Twrl . 

ble things kept on happening, in my 
searching of the Scriptures to find 
•tonka] Ufa, and I ran upon the 29th 
rersef of th.s favorite chapter of the 
dlVUM author. It reads this way; 
"Because thy rage against me, and 
thy tumult is come up Into mine ears, 
therefore mOl I put my hook in thy 
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and 1 
will turn thee back by the way by 
which thou earnest." Now when I ran 
on that verse I confess I was discour- 

along the Scriptural highway. What 
thia hook in the nose and bridle bus- 
iness has to do with ' eternal life," I 
oannol lee. I do not pretend to be a 
literary critic, but why it should take 
kings, priests, sackcloth blasts, rum- 
ors, casting gods in the fire, laying 



of the spiritual 400 in t 
Jerusalem. Certainly with such child 
like innocence and faith, they ought 
to find "eternal life." 

James N. Boult 
Press 



By Josephine K. Henry. 

If through common justice, and 
common sense ihis world were made a 
•#r« lit p. ace for human beings to live 
in} the human mind would not expend 
its best efforts manufacturing heavens 
arid devising means to get there. All 
M religions in the world are founded 
on| the idea of trying to get to a bet- 
ice. Y'et of all the billions who 
iied on this planet, there is not 
ghtest proof that any of them 
landed any where but in the 
bosom of old Mother Nature. The 
Bible talks a great deal about "rest- 
ing in Abraham's bosom." Now honor 
bright Christians, how many of you 
after life's fitful fever" want to rest 
in Abraham's bosom? How many. 

IXm't all speak at once. Think of 
spending an eternity in Abraham's 
bevom. the man the Bible says tried to i 
kill his own son, denied his wife, de- 
bannched his bridesmaid, and thenj 
turned her and her illegitimate child 



1 fir 

trees, grass, herbs, house tops, blasted 
corn, vine-yards, arrows, shields, 
swords, hooks in the nose and bridles 
to write an inspired chapter In the 
. i.y Book, directing the path to eter- 
nal life, I cannot tell. Perhaps it 
lakes masculine reasoning powers to 
puzzle this out, for it is said women 
are not reasoners, only intuitioners. I 
still continued my search for eternal 
life, and I ran on veree 36, "Then 
the angel of the Lord went out and 
e in the camp of the Assyrians 



Who Knows? 

Who knows there Is a God that rules 
the earth? 
Not you nor L 
Who knows that w e shall have a sec- 
ond birth 
Not you nor L 
Which of us knows that the Bible is 
fi 



Vho knows OUtsida of those lor mon- 
ey hired, 

•hat each one could be "saved" if he 



there is a future 



the plate, 

Or those who turn 
late? 
Not you nor I. 



ner u.eguiniate cnua . . T i,„ n 

ilderness. How many ! hun<lred four 8Core aud five ^ousand lnt " 
.end eternal life in the anU when *"* aro8e ~** " 
Not any of 



Both you and I. 
•t us not fear to los 

wings, 
Both you and L 



district No. 7, Mariposa, Ji 
Iowa, and if any of the Blade 
would like to donate a book 
school, it will be kindly received 
placed in the library. — C. W. CRAV- 
EN. 



why may not I?" 



• pei 



That 
church. 



the 

same act the State does? 

Does not capital punishment turn 
the minds of the ignorant and brutal 
toward violence? 

Let us watch the humanizing in- 
fluence, the hanging of Mary Rogers 
will have. How many men have mur- 
dered their wives in Vermont? How 
many have been hung for wife mur- 
der? This is an opportune time for 
criminal statistics on this point. If all 
the wife murderers in this country 
would be reared in every community 
and they would be as permanent insti- 
tutions, as our Jails and penettentlar- 
ies. We can expect nothing less than 
capital punishment in a Christian civ- 
ilization that was forced by rational 
humane public sentiment to abolish 
witch burning, and selling human be 



New Phila., Ohio, Nov. 27, 1901. 
Dear Sir: — I enclose you herewith, 
P. O. Money Order for $3.00, for which 
please place the tab on the Blade 
A three years from the time it 
paid for. I hope Brother Moore 
bom be well again. Give my.re- 
s to all. Dr. Wilson's pidce, 

agree with the Doctor in politics and 
religion. Wishing you all good health 
and a long life I am.— DANIEL HO0K- 
STETI.ER. 



nizing over its subjects, holding them 
in mental bondage, persecuting and 
prosecuting them whenever any one 
Of them dares to think for themselves. 
The same paper contained an account 
of Pope PIub X, complaining that the 
Catholic church in America is losing 
ground; "so many deserting It." Is It 
any wonder that as people become en- 
lightened i he desire is to free them- 
selves from mental bondage? 

In the United States marriage is » a^~ hoVina^ paotfa tor*" 
civil contract (like deeds and mort- happy , do nol kmjw A „ , 
gages) and this being a secular Gov- 1 
the clergy and priest have 
right to meddle with the in- 



atlnn., State, Prison, 1-12 E. M. :>05. 
Dear Sir:— As you know I do not 
■•I i he Hliitle, I write to you to let 
.hjii know that I do not forget jou, 
my emancipation and instructor lor 
jra«n. Your birthday will be In a 
week or two, and I hope you will live 
be 100 years old. You are 



is to hope that you are spared to u 
to continue the good and great v 



ml div ( 



I ha 



"Dog I 



State are separate, 
fer the church to 
cases with the am 



Church and , 
e people suf- ,7^^ h t 
e In certain 



v. We only burn 
criminals at the stake, hang women 
and men, coin fortunes 'from the 
hearts blood of woman and child labor 
and through the legalized liquor traf- lurl " 
flc trade on the vices of our own peo- 
ple, and send thousands to drunkards 
graves In the potter 



the deputy Warden. He 
ne, one day, without my asking 
that he believed you to be 
iwoa peop.e can get a.ong w.tnout me hoBM| ^ praised , t to be 

.hurch. but the church cannot get l)0amillll • and „, ,„ to under8tand . 
along with good peop.e. And from , haV( . ^ ,,„„,„„ |( (0 , he 
Mttonr uind observation) for^the last , ^ ^ haJ „ le opportunity to Mk 
him what he thinks of you and 
book. I am sure he will say that it 
is one of the best books he 
I am at the same time going to ask 
him to let me get the dear old Blade. 
I will be here till next winter, if I do 
get a parole. I expect to get 



tilled 
grief. 

I have a peculiarly sympathetic feel- 
ing for all great and good men. When 
you were first taken III, I started to 
write to you, but a thought struck me, 
" friends 

besides me, who would be writing to 
t the same time, and that too 
1 1 many letters might worry you, and in- 
crease your Illness, so I postponed It 

that your condition has Im- 
n the last week, as reported 
Hade of the 19th inst., I will 
' you to express my sympa- 



a lot of cold storage eggs, 
hi fanner to take <hem 
sell them us fresh country 
the retail stores. When 
complained, the grocers 
Uncovered ihe cheat and the paper 
i thai the reverend gentleman now 
more time to pray, 
i. ■nee religion does have on s 



10 yens it would seem 
churches are trying to rid themselves 
of the most Intelligent, the reason be- 
laa, thai he church thrives best where 
school-houses are the scarcest and the 
people are the most Ignorant. (Read 
Science and Religion, by Draper). 

Please excuse me for the liberty ^ n ^ ^ ^ ^ 

taken: and if you desire further in- Bll he „„„ f „ r _ orw1 „ , ^ 
formation or investigation, kindly in- 



field yearly. 
i are but a few of the signs of 
our advancing Christian civilization. 
It Is 




Leesburg, Florida, Nov. 24, 05. 
Dear Sir: — Our subscription to the 
Blade expired November 1st. Here Is 
a shack for $1 25 for another year. I 
make It $1.25 so In case you have to 
dlaooul the check or any exchange 
to pay. you will have a dollar net any- 
way. We are much pained to hear of 



all he can for me, 
the day I lea 
my P. O. Order aud a 
get the paper. I will 
soon as I can leave th 
to show you my pint 
As this is a holiday 



d if I do get one, 



set 



ess, so I « 

itate. I want 
have matte, 
e are allowed 
talk anil mix up in the cell house, 
after the entertainment In church, 
enclose you the program. You will see 
by it that there Is not one word about 
the God's. I am the only Infidel 
and I am here nearly 3 years. I t 



ay, i 



unication from the Catholic 
is the penalty of the Right Rev. Bish- 
op Richard Scannell of Omaha has AMERICAI 



The pn sts might be made less in- 
jurious if they were all p 
hen perhaps their piety 



family. And I hope you will soon re- 
cover from your illness, and resume 
your good work of destroying superstl- Hamllti 
tion, and error, and advauce the MMMM 
of Liberalism and good morals, as yoi 
I sva ! n doing in the past twentj 



upon Miss Mae Hamilton and 
others for having attended the Ken- 
nedy Pi itchett wedding in Omaha last 
week. The order was issued because 
Ri areaanUtiva Kennedy, the groom, 
has a dovirced wife living. Members 
of the Catholic church were warned 
not to attend the weddfcag. Miss 
disregarded the warning 
briilesmaid during the cere- 



CATHOLICS ARE LOS- 



The 



iuhti d i 



papers as the Blue Crass Blade. 

There are not many great and good 
men in this country now. Ingersou 
said: "Only a few think, and manv 
balleve." 

Hoping you are much better now, 
and wri 
your friei 



insist that Miss Hamilton shall 
an appeal to a church authority ; 
, and such higher than the bishop. Miss Mae 



in 



Hamilton and her sister are reputed 
to be the wealthiest women in Omaha. 
Miss Mae Hamilton Is said to be 
worth more than a million dollars, 
which was left her by the late C. W. 
Hamilton, president of the United 



j If church members would empt 

. Kansas, Dec. 12, 1903. their purses into their heads Instead 
—I like the Blade best of of into the keeping of so many gentle- 
Jnapers that I take. Its eontrib men of the cloth they would be much 
e unexcelled. My subscription wiser than they are, and the world 
, run behind so long as I would be that much better. 



ING FAITH SAYS POPE. 



Turin, Italy, December 4.— The 
Stamp in a Rome dispatch says that 
when Mgr. The* Byrne, of Nashville, 
Tenn., saw the Pope in private confer 
.nee. pope I>Uis dealt principally up- 
on w riona abuses said to have been 
found la the church in America and 

It is said the Pope complained that 
die Catho.icisni was on the Increase 
America because of the steady flow 
immigrants, thousands of Catholics 
■era renouncing their faith and join- 
ing Protestant Churches, while few 
Proteatantl were joining the Catholic 
I'hureh. 

He is said to have decried the fact 
hat many American Bishops surround 
hem-. 1\ os with more luxury than the 
Popt himself and were living in pal- 
ices. leaving the work to be done by 
.arish priests. 



The Made will eome out next 

week us a full sl.eet. 



f 



AND THEY HANGED 
MARY ROGERS 



made to a Governor, the cultivated, 
civilized and Christian Slate ol Ver- 
mont, on December 8th, took Mary 
Kogeis lroui her Mil ana hung her 
by the neck until she waB dead. The 
Slate, her legal murderer was so geu- 

to be hanged in. No doubt the mis- 
erable woman took some pleasure in 
the possession of a new gown. They 
made her cut away the collar ol the 
uieoa bo I lie lupe hOUiU WOT* nicety, 
and commanded her to tal;e off her 
corset, so she would be "mdre com- 
fortable' at the "neck-tie parly." How 
thoughtful and humane. They then 



o prepare 



o die, c 



) make her peace with God." It is 
not quite clear to me how this thing 
is done. The Bible says "you cannot 
by searching find God," so how will 
a poor human being In the shadow of 
the scaffold get the "all loving, and 
all merciful Heavenly Father." to sign 
a treaty of peace, at such a crucial 
moment? Of coure the* good Chris- 
tiana of Vermont, and Mary Rogers 
who was a Christian attended in her 
last moments by her spiritual advisor 
know how the peace with God Is 
made. 

The cowering woman in the hands 
of her male executioners promised sbe 
wouid be brave, and she uttered not a 
sound, while the vast, impersonal, 
cowardly, brutal power of the Chris- 
tian State of Vermont swung this mis- 
erable wretch from the scaffold. The 
press says that the hanging "was suc- 
cessful," and the great and good Gov- 
ernor Bell "sent his congratulations." 
All the arrangements for hanging 
Mary Rogers were complete and artis- 
tically earned out. Two brave stal- 
wart men walked beside her on thej 
way to the scaffold, ready to catch her 
if she should fall. The noble sheriff 
adjusted the black cap. The men 
f on her feet, and 



the state that it is unable to protest 
society eicept by the hangman's 
noose. If that is so the state had bet- 
ter be revolutionized, or go out of busi- 
ness. Common humanity, common Jus- 
tice, and common sense can inaugur- 
ate a better system than that, leaving 
out the sacred intluence of religion, 
and the majesty of the law. 

In the case of Mary Rogers Ver- 
mont has made a specialty of hang- 
ing a woman, and letting off men mur- 
deron with life sentence or a pardon 
The press says that Vermont has con- 
victed many men murderers in the 
past 20 years, and hanged not one. It 
is barbarous enough to hang male 
criminals, but to disfranchise a wo- 
man, load her with disabilities, tax her 
without her consent to support unjust 
govt matt* and then, if she commits 
crime to hang her is rank cowardice, 
and diabolism. 

The very fact that women bring 
ihe human race into life through the 
pangs of travail and all through life 
are treated unjustly by Church and 
State, should make the Christian reli- 



vlert of things Tl ere !» no ne>d for 
that, for i man of your great moral 
charaet.r, an i one who has lived ;s 
clean as you have, need have no 
apprehension of an early end. We 
hope ere this reaches you that you 
may be entirely restored to health 
and your former vigor again. The 
Blade also has my best wishes. — J. 
R. EAKER. 

Brunswick, Maine, Nov. 29, 1805. 
Dear Sir — I feel sorry, I have not 
sent you ■ bit before. Enclosed find 
two dollars. It will not go far, but 
if others will drop you some of their 



i, it m 



l Will 



capital punishment. Will it do it? 
Never. If the human race is ever made 
more merciful, just, and humane, It 
must be done by the u 
of Rationalism. There is no proof 
i bat hanging has a deterrent effect 

The philosophy of government, and 
the philosophy of jurisprudence must 
be based upon a proper understand- 

Let us hope that the hanging of 
Mary Rogers will bring on such a tide 
of public sentiment against capital 
punishment that it will be forever 
abolished In the United Stat 
this be done, the star of 
Republic will be in the 
shedding its beneflclent 
the nations of the earth, Down with 
capital punishment. Let us ae a na- 
tion banish It to the dark and cruel 
past. The 20th century with its knowl- 
edge and broad humanitarian spirit 
demands this. 

Versailles, Kentucky- 



do you good. You work hard to In- 
struct and interest us, and tne best 
we can do is to divide with you. You 
cannot work for nothing. Why do not 
those who love the B. G. B. pay up? 
As 1 understand the condition of 
things, there are many behind In their 
subscription, who, if they would pay 
up, would start you toward "Easy 
Street," at least it would give you a 



three dollars. 

Now, how is our good editor? He is 
not BOtXtg to leave us, is he? Oh I 
hope not. What would we do without 
him? 

I know we'd have Dr, Wilson, and 
you left, to see to the Blade, but the 
peculiar characteristics of Editor 
Moore, would be missed. I have felt 
all along that he would get well, or at 
. ;isi bctt*r, so he can attend to the 
Blades wants some years yet I am 
aware that he, as well as myself, is 
fu-ttint: into the "sere and yellow, etc' 
I shall be 67 this coming January 1st. 
Three years more, if I live, I shall 
have rounded out my three-score and 
ten. 1 cannot realize that I am so 



I 



/self < 



. fri. i 



and then they proceeded to vindicate 
the majesty of the law, just as they do 
all over the earth where savages live, i 
They have done this thing for thous- 
ands of years, and that Is what they ! 
do in Vermont to-day. The picture 
■ woman with a black cap over hei 
\d a black bag drawn over her 
her neck with limb 
starting from her head, and 



SHORT LETTERS 



Sigourney. Iowa, December 11, 1905. 

Dear Sir: — Inclosed Is my check 
for $1.00, which please apply on my 
brother L. O. Nauman's subscription. 

think tils pays for him till April, 
190C. Kindly send me a receipt, show- 
ing the date to which this pays his 
subscription. 




! nutes is a majestic, object 
>o cindicaUon of the majes- 



Ocial capacity^ 
ital legal murder guts 
the humanizing influence ol 
ised Gospel," the "tidings of 
." Mary Rogers was hanged 
is not forget that the oflicirls 
. polite about it, and politeness 
counts a good d<~l e.e:. <.*. biuUJM ou 
ihe scaffo.d. Yes Alary Rogers is dead. 
She was guilty of an atrocious crime, 
t as astrocious as the State of 



more brutal and cowardly, than the 
murder she committed. It is time 
for the people of the United States to 
ask and answer these questions 

"What good has been done by this 
dreadful official murder? 

Are the citizens of the Green Moun- 
tain State proud of their work? 

How many o£ her individual citizens 



withstanding the drugs I took, I got 
well. I think 1 am as well as ever. 
So I hope Brother Moore will pul! 
through. Remember me to him. Mr. 
Ham was in to see me this A. M. 
He says he Is poor and owes for his 
paper, and will pay as soon as he can. 
He has a hard time of It. Has been 
sick with neuralgia, so he can t work 
as he would. Hoping you will get Into 
easier times, and that Brother Moore 
will be himself again.— I. S. CUf TIS. 

Kellogg, Iowa, Nov. 28, 190?. 
Dear Sir:— Enclosed And two dol 
vhich please advance the 
iel one year, and send me 
s book for the 
sorry to hear of Mr. 



found out that all the colony here are 
afraid of Liberalism, so when I get 
a chance. I try to tell them that Lib- 
eralism is not Libertinism, which is 
vicious and disregards morality, and 
that they should examine Into things 
for themselves and not leave it to 
the clerics. I also tell them that 
Liberals are Infidels, and that all Infi- 
dels do their own thinking and that 
Infidelity Is a thought that cannot be 
frighti nod into one or scared out, and 
that he who Is free, must help to free 
others and the scattering of Free- 
thought is the way to liberate the 
mind from every shackle and to allow 
the free and unhampered exercise of 
Its every faculty and destroy the dis- 
ease calle religion. To use Reason 
for their God. As it was Reason was 
the God Mother who attended the 
birth of Liberty when mother Nature 
travailed upon the bed of torture for 
for the life of her beloved child. Reas- 
on not conscience Is the true guide, 
the only light that has guided the 
steps of humanity, through the tan- 
gled swamps of superstition, ido'.ai 

fanaticism planting the 
personal and intellectual 
liberty upon the lofty heights 
equality, besides the throne of Jus- 
tice, where Nature holdeth court, 
want you to write to me when you 
have time, and tell me how you and 
Mr. Hushes are. Hoping you and all 
your friends are well, I am— W. F. 
WILSON. 

Brunswick, Me., Dec. 8, 05. 
Dear Friend: — I have not written 
to you nor sent anything for a long 
times have been so poor with us here 
In Maine, and especially in this coun- 
ty, that I could not seem to spare 
a dollar, all I could get going to pay- 
expenses. But you are one of the 
most deserving and patient of l 
that I must squeeze out $2.00— not 
much I know, for you. If possible I'll 
send you a little more between this, 
and the 1st of the year, as a New 
Year's present. I hope others who 
have plenty will remember you at 
this time. It is a good time to re- 
those who work for our in- 



A FEAST FOR FREETHINKERS! 

Here is l pnMioat ion tlmt will bring sure satisfaction to every 
Freethinker and give him new pride in the propoganda of Liberal- 
ism. In the list of contributor! in numerous names familiar to 
Blade rends, including 



Josephine K. Henry 
Clarence S. Darrow, 
Dr. J. B. Wilson, 
Harriet M. Closz, 
Prof. W, F. Jamieeon 

Judge Jarrish B. Lad 

Otto Wettstein, 

M. If, Mangasariitn, 



Charles Watts,. 
JoMpk McCabe, 
Singleton W. Davis, 
George Jacob Holyoake, 
Dr. Paul Cams, 
Stephen D. Parrish, 
J. T. Patch, 
Walter Hurt. 



.tors. I am right 
glad to learn that our good Editor and 
friend C. C. Moore is mending. God 
could not do a better Job than to 
restore him to his former health and 
strength. Remember me to him. — 
I. S. CURTIS. 

St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 2, 1905. 
Dear Mr. Moore: — I write to 
deepest sympathy for you in your 
s, and trust, you will soon 

eleven 



All Rationalists will want to read in the current number Dar- 
row s great article on "Punishment and Its Function;" "Free- 
thought, the Essential of All Progress," by Wilson; "All is Matter- 
All Matter is Mind," by Dr. William Colby Cooper, and "Liberal 
Liberalism," "Obsolescence of the Church," "Philosophy of Op- 
timism,' 'Human Equality" and other articles by Hurt, as well as 
many other iirst-class features. 

THE CULTURIST 

THE WORLD'S FOREMOST FREETHOUGHT MAGAZINE 

An artistic periodical, well printed on excellent paper and with 
a beautiful cover in colors. $1.00 a year, 10 cents a copy. No free 
copies— it costs too much to produce. 

BLISHINO CO., 

Box 970, Station It, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



can raise a uol.ar. I will enclose $1.00 
to renew it, 

1 enclose you a letter from a convict. 
IT he is not a subscriber to hte Blade, 
please send it to him without delay 
and write me and I will forward his 
subscription, just as soon as I hear 
from you. Please give my kindest re- 
gards to Charles C. Moore.— W. 
SCOTT, M. D. 

A VISION. 

I was talking with God, and he said 
to me, 

"Do you see my son Jesus there? 
You must glorify him or you never 



Granted Prayers Too Expediously 

Nap es, December 9. — St, Expedlto, 
a popular Neapoluan saint, whose 
specialty has been the too quick grant- 
.ng of prayers, has been decanonlzed 
by the Pope, and the officials of the 
church in Naples have been ordered 
lo remove his images from the places 



It appears that the worship of St. 
Expedlto rested on a misunderstand- 
ing. An Armenian martyr by that 
name is known to have existed, but he 
was not canonized. In the latter half 
of the nineteenth century some nuns 
begged that certain relics discovered 



s to do? 

Is human life safer in Vermont than 
before they hung this Ignorant half 

Will not the brutal and lawless say, 
"If the State may take human life, 
why may not I?" 

If the State legally murders its citi- 
zens, may not the citizens commit the 
same act the State does? 

Does not capital punishment turn 
the minds of the ignorant and brutal 
toward violence? 

Let us watch the humanizing in- 
fluence, the hanging of Mary Rogers 
will have. How many men have mur- 
dered their wives In Vermont? How 
many have been bung for wife mur- 
der? This is an opportune time for 
criminal statistics on this point If all 
the wife murderers in this country 
would be reared in every community 
and they would be as permanent insti- 
tutions, as our jails and penitentiar- 
ies. We can expect nothing less than 
capital punishment in a Christian civ- 
ilization that was forced by rational 
humane public sentiment to abolish 
witch burning, and selling human be- 
ings on the auction block. We are 
more civilized now. We only burn 
criminals at the stake, hang women 
and men, coin fortunes from the 
hearts blood of woman and child labor 
and through the legalized liquor traf- 
fic trade on the vices of our own ~~ 



years of useful life so that he may 
seo a mighty monument raised to his 
Kood work, in the form of an enlight- 
ened humanity, and that he may see 
his ancient enemy, superstition, dead 
and buried. — E. D. NAUMAN. 

Oklahoma City, Okla.. Dec., 11, 05. 
Miss Mae Hamilton, Omaha, Neb., 
IX-ar Madam:— I noticed In a recent 
issue Of the Kansas City Star, that 
I :.sh< i> Seiiniiell has taken it upon 
aiOMMtf to ex -communicate you for at- 
tending a 
fTOOm had 
showing to the world that he Is oppos- 
ed to Freethought, free-speech, free- 
dom of action, and meddling with 
other peoples business. That is the 
history of the Catholic church, tyran- 
nizing over its subjects, holding them 
in mental bondage, persecuting and 
prosecuting Ihem whenever any one 
of them dares to think for themselves. 
The same paper contained an account 
of Pope Plus X, complaining that the 
Catholic church In America Is losing 
grottdi "so many deserting It." Is it 
any wonder that as people become en- 
lightened the desire is to free them- 
selves from mental bondage? 

In the United States marriage Is a 
civil contract (like deeds and mort- 
) and this being a secular Gov- 
clergy and priest have 
really no right to meddle with the in- 
stitutions of marriage and divorce, in 
any manner whatever. Church and 
State are separate, yet the people suf- 
fer the ohurcb to dictate In certain 
cases with the arrogance of a tyrant. 
Good people can get along without the 
Church, but the church cannot, get 
along with good people. And from 
history la i'l observation) for the last 
20 years It would seem that the 
churches are trying to rid themselves 
of the most intelligent, the reason be- 
ing that the church thrives best where 
school-houses are the scarcest and the 
peop'e are the most Ignorant. (Read 
Science and Religion, by Draper). 

Please excuse me for the liberty 
taken: and If you desire further in- 
formation 
form 





RS. ft. C. OOOMER 



books, the starting of 
district No. 7, Mariposa, Jl 
Iowa, and if any of the Blade 
would like to donate a book lo the 
school, it will be kindly received and 
placed in the library.— C. W. CRAV- 
EN. 

New Phlla., Ohio, Nov. 27, 1901. 
Dear Sir:— I enclose you herewith, 
P. O. Money Order for $8.00, for which 
please place the tab on the Blade 
ahead three years from the time it 
was paid for. I hope Brother Moore 
will soon be well again. Give myjre- 
garda to all. Dr. Wilson's pi«ce, 
I 



agree with the Doctor in politics 
religion. Wishing you all good health 
and a long life I am.— DANIEL HOCK- 
STETLER. 

Minn., State, Prison, 1-12 E. M. 306. 
Dear Sir:— As you know I do not 
get the Blade, I write to you 
you know that I do not forget yBtl, 
my emancipation and 
years. Your birthday will be in a 



You are now 68 

you have ml 
All I can I 
;o hope that you are spared to 
continue the good and great wark 
t you are engaged In. I have read 



graves In the potters field : 
These are but a few of the s 
our advancing ( 
It is n 

than burn a w 
to burn a negro at the stake t 
sell him from the auction 1 
ing criminals is an open c 



Leesburg, Florida, Nov. 24, 06. 
Dear Sir:— Our subscription to the 
Blade expired November 1st. Here Is 
a check for $1.25 for another year. I 
make it $1.25 so In case you have to 
discount the check or any exchange 
to pay. you will have a dollar net any- 
way. We are much pained to hear of 



told me, one day, without my 
him, that he believed you to be an 
honest man and praised it to be $0 
beautiful' and simple to understand. 

I have not hail the opportunity to oak 
him what he t links of you and the 
book. I am sure he will say that it 
is one of the best books he ever read. 
I am at the same time going to ask 
him to let me get the dear old Blade. 
I will be her 

not get a parole. I expect 
one next month. The Warden Is 
all he can for me, and If I do get 
the day I leave here you will 
my P. O. Order and address, so I 
get the paper. I will go to see 
soon as I can leave the State, 
to show you my plans I have 

As this Is a holiday, we are 
to talk and mix up In the cell 
after the entertalni 
MCl< M you ihe program. You w 
by It that there is not one word 
the God's. I 



to get 
is i. ilng 



humor, sarcasm, 
hich have served to make 
so many hours pleasant, but for the 
vast Information, which has given me 
a broader, better view of life. 

Again hoping for your speedy 
me pas eternity in 

ation to health, I am— J. CUNING- 
HAM. 

Penryn. California. Nov. 25, 1905. 
Dear Sir:— Enclosed find P. O. 
Money Order for one dollar, for renew- 
al. I cannot get along without the 
Blade. I do hope that our dear old 
Editor C. C. Moore may live many 
years, to edit the Blade. In mind there 
could not be any greater calamity 
befall the people, than the death of 
our kind friend, C. C. Moore. We will 
live In hopes.— J. M. PUTNAM. 



of the 
i, Italy, is au- 
gment that when, 
Thomas S. 
., was recelv- 
by the pope 
pontiff dealt 
'US abuses which 
the church in 



illfornla, Nov. 25, 05. 



Dear 



. and my heart with 



Blade i 
tilled w 
grief. 

I have a peculiarly 
ing for all ureal and good men. When 
e first taken 111, I started to 
write to you, but a thought struck me, 
that you had thousands of friends 
vould be writing to 
time, and that too 
many letters might worry you, and in- 
crease your Illness, so I postponed it 
till now. 

Now, that your condition has Im- 
proved in the last week, as reported 
in the Blade of the 19th Inst., I will 
write to you to express my sym pa- 
id' your 

family. And I hope you will soon re- 
from your illness, and resume 
your good work of destroying supersti- 
tion, and error, and advance the cause 
of Liberalism and good morals, as you 
rave been doing in the past twenty 
rears. 

enlghted people are sorely In 
need of such men »s you, and such 
papers as the Blue Grass Blade. 
There are not many great and good 
Ingerson 

"Only a few think, and many 




tred, expedity 
natch. I he num., there** 

Tffirr nut oooea -were iho] 

pedtto," which 
prayers so "expedil 
good Pope Sarto 



the prelute the 
emphatically of 
how some of 
had surrounded 
luxuries than 
himwelf entitled 



is the penalty of the 
op Richard Scannell 
placed upon Miss Mae Hamilton and 
others for having attended the Ken- 
nedy-Prltchett wedding in Omaha last 
week. The order was Issued because 
Hepresentatlve Kennedy, the groom, 
has a dovirced wife living. Members 
of the Catholic church were warned 
not to attend the wed. 
Hamilton disregarded 



iment— The aburtvna 88 "H* 1 
ie bones taken trf-uoo II" esajpoy 

hich means I suppv^ . 




Rev. G. G. Ware, of Lead, S. D., 
has been arrested by the federal 
grand jury at Omaha for defrauding 
the government out of 125,000 acreB ot 
land in Hooke 

tuous lot! If this is what the environ- 
ment of religion does, for god's sake 
g.ve us a bigger dose, of Infidelity. 
■ The Kansas City Journal of Nov. 
29th tells how a pious churchman In 
the prooduce business at Topeka, hav- 



i hull. 



eggs, 



farm 



> the retail stores. When 



o pray. What a good 



The prests might be made less in- 
jurious If they were all pilchered. But 
then perhaps their piety depends 
largely on their passion. 



mony. Friends of Miss Hamilton de- 
clare that the incident Is not closed. 
They insist that Miss Hamilton shall 
take an appeal to a church authority 
higher than the bishop. Miss Mao 
Hamilton and her sister are reputed 
to be the wealthiest women In Omaha. 
Miss Mae Hamilton is said to be 
worth more than a million dollars, 
which was left her by the late C. W. 
Hamilton, president of the ; Unlted 



AMERICAN CATHOLICS ARE LOS- 
ING FAITH SAYS POPE. 

Turin, Italy, December 4.— The 
Stamp in a Rome dispatch says that 
when Mgr. Thos. Byrne, of Nashville, 
Tenn., saw the Pope in private confer- 
ence, Pope Plus dealt principally up- 
on serious abuses said to have been 
found In the church in America and 
which he declared must be suppressed 



tely. 



the Pope complained that 



mlgrar 



of C 



i hoi les 



enouncing their faith and Join- 
ing Protestant Churches, while few 
Protestants were joining the Catholic 
Church. 

He is said to have decried the fact 
that many American Bishops surround 
themselves with more luxury than the 
Pope himself and were living In pal- 
aces, leaving the work to be d 
parish priests. 



• 




